4008 Ramsey Avenue, Austin, 5 //29

mexas, 78756 USA,
May zgrd, 19899
512- 452~ 0537

Dear Joe,

Thanks for yours posted May 19th and arriving here yesterday the 22nd
May. As you may observe, I am hastening to reply--- my usual wont. PIEASE
No encomiums, just shoot up a few rockets andfire off hal@ a dosen
cannon or so. You may, if you wish,raise a flag)too.

i was getting a tad worried abput ta@—shot of the Weider Offices and crew
I wonéred if it ad arrived, if it had got cut up in the clutﬁées of some
demon macnine the Post Office appears to be using in seried ranks these
days.

When youreturn it, would you be so kind as to send me anaextra copy AND
let me know your cost and T1'11l reimburse with my usual prompt despatch,
Re your cilling The Wunderkind and being told he was out of town to the
end ot this week. Yesterday at Noon,sharp,the phfie rang and a charming
1atin American vuidce at the other end asked if Iwas MR SMITH. ( subh is
fame ,) and Isaid Ywas indeed thatcelebrity. She said MR WEIDER has asked
me to end you a complimentary copy of M&F and FLEX. Way in the back-
grong I heard the voice of THE MASTER BLASTTR so I said "™ Is that Joe's
voice I hear 2 " She said " NO, HE IS DUE IN IN AN HOUR. "™ I being
a British Centleman and notdesiringfd ell ta lass a liar repliéd,‘hwgive
him my good wishes and thank him?and the yong chager sid she wougd’

Joe isadept at the brush off, I KNOW.

T am not surprised that Bart didnt reply. I wrote him, just for old times
sake and did get replies but in them ferevas every indication of not
desking to maintain conact.Theyvwere brief, even brusque.So I jgst didnt
refly to thy lagt &ktter T got from him, He has entirely cut himself off
from thingweight training and in a way can understand wny. He too, as
was 1, trdated somewhat ca¥alierely by The Wunderind.

Glad you liked the Ray Van Cgef bit«I am more than happy to let yo’ have
zuch stuff. After all,wkat are gggggg for but hyhelp one another,

{
I agree with you tﬁm the so called " moderns " tnink little of the past
OR thefuture. They only gk «f HERE AND NOW AND ME ME ME.Tt is a pity,
but smalwonder they have this atitudej;they are, alas, one more manifestati
of the greedy, competifive and momi7hﬂg%my culture we now live in.

The Paris stuff shocked me. Never, /in all my close to 70 years in the
Sport have 4i(en such blindm crass, ¥ incredibile editorial stul@pditye.
T justent think ol any reason why Balik published this bilge, this

uttér garbage.

Forget about Rader. Higattitude was solely religious, and religion, for
my meney has caused a trilliontmes more troble than women and rum. I
would thid(moreof Rader's starce if he oppesed or objected to it on
legal or MORAL grounds--- and there is little morality in religion.

T saw the ahot on the cover--- for some strage reason Balik now is




